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INTRODUCTION 

“Teachers who educate children deserve more honor than parents who merely 

gave birth; for bare life is furnished by the one, the other ensures a good life” 

- Aristotle 

The society is dynamic in nature. There are movements in the social endeavour 

due to the interaction among the human beings to accomplish their need and deed. The 

whole society is influenced by the ever demanding field ‘Education’. The education is 

transmitting knowledge and showing the right path for its application in life. It is 

bringing desirable changes in the behaviour of the individuals as demanded by the 

society. Education is the only field, which is touching every spheres of life. The people 

of the world are receiving education and learning through informal, non-formal and 

formal way. The formal setting is emphasized in education, where the teachers are 

playing major role from elementary to higher education. 

In almost all countries, where there is a long tradition of teaching and learning 

process. The education persuaded for knowledge as well as for salvation or self 

realization. A teacher is performing duty of teaching, providing guidance and 

facilitating opportunity to learn to the horizons of ultimate knowledge. Teacher is 

imparting and taking care of global as well as context relevant knowledge. Westbrook 

(1993) mentioned about Teacher according to John Dewey as, “Dewey’s faith in 
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teachers also reflected his belief in the 1890s that ‘education is the fundamental method 

of social progress and reform’… If teachers did their job well, there would hardly be a 

need of any other sort of reform. A democratic, co-operative commonwealth could 

emerge from the classroom.” The society is nurturing in the classrooms, under the 

umbrella of teacher. Adams (1918) has rightly observed, “A teacher affects eternity; he 

can never tell where his influence stops.” The teachers are the care takers of the 

national development. They are responsible for social endeavour and change in relation 

to expectations and culture of society and Nation. 

Teachers’ progressive outlook towards education results in construction of 

curriculum relevant to contemporary society and community needs. Ministry of Human 

Resource Development of India (MHRD) (1985) mentioned, “Teacher performance is 

the most crucial input in the field of education, implemented by teachers as much 

through their personal example as through teaching-learning processes.” 

Tagore (2006) has given a comprehensive definition about ‘Teacher’ - “A 

teacher can never truly teach unless he is still learning himself. A lamp can never light 

another lamp unless it continues to burn its own flame. The teacher who has come to 

the end of his subject, who has no living traffic with his knowledge but merely repeats 

his lesson to his students, can only load their minds, he cannot quicken them.” Thus, a 

teacher must know own students as well as content. Teacher is a student throughout 

own life and it is inevitable to be up-to-date in knowledge. 

It is desirable for teacher to possess art of teaching with insight of students’ 

psychology, proper mental health, bright vision, interest in students’ development, 

respect to students’ feelings and self-esteem. It is required for teacher to bear 

humanistic perspective and be committed towards students in particular and society in 

general with accepting responsibility of consequences. United Nations Organization for 

Education, Science and Culture (UNESCO) (1996), recommended the same under its 

Guiding principles as, “Education from the earliest school years should be directed to 

the all-round development of the human personality and to the spiritual, moral, social, 

cultural and economic progress of the community, as well as to the inculcation of deep 

respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; within the framework of these 

values the utmost importance should be attached to the contribution to be made by 

education to peace and to understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations 

and among racial or religious groups.” The education is the only means to maintain 

humanity in society and to bring wellbeing in the lives of all human of the world. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF TEACHER SYMBOL: 

The teachers are universal in nature. They are rendering major performance of 

shaping the human society and world. Their verbal as well as non-verbal behaviour are 

creating the learning environment and strongly influencing the students, which results in the 

future performance and deed of them. So, the teachers and teaching profession is drawing 

attention from the world. Their professional identity is need of the era. Scholars as well as 

researches have also initiated the same. According to Beijaard et. al. (2003), “While it is 

clear that teachers’ professional identity has emerged as a separate research area, it is, in our 

view, an area in which researchers conceptualize professional identity differently, 

investigate varying topics within the framework of teachers’ professional identity, and 

pursue a diversity of goals… We argued for better conceptual clarity of these concepts. We 

also argued that more attention should be paid to the role of context in professional identity 

formation and to what counts as professional in teachers’ professional identity.” 

NEED OF GLOBAL UNITY IN TEACHERS: 

 The teachers’ existence is expected in the world for performing their role of teaching 

or educating the students. There are diversities in form of disciplines, levels, places and time 

of teaching. There are various disciplines like education, science, mathematics, humanities, 

commerce, law, performing arts, social services, technology, administration, medicine, 

engineering etc. All of these disciplines are working in isolation, but the education or 

knowledge covers all of the disciplines or subjects in integrated way. 

There are different levels or stages of education like pre-primary, elementary, 

secondary, higher secondary, higher education, professional courses etc. The teachers are 

teaching the students and mutually depended on efforts of each other. When a student 

complete own education, efforts of all teachers reflects in behaviour. So, the teaching is a 

collaborative work in sequential order and effective performance of teacher is essential at 

every stage of education. If any teacher hasn’t done enough effort at own stage, the student 

may remain weak and the teachers of later stage have to do more efforts. In this sense the 

teaching task considered as collaborative effort for shaping the human society. 

 The teachers are teaching at different places like rural, urban; state, nation etc. They 

performs in a particular context and prepares students. When the student complete own 

education, start to utilize learning in the society. Here the place of such utilization would not 

be in that particular context only or pre-decided. The student may utilize it anywhere in the 

world. So, the teachers of various places are not working for their specific context only, but 

for the whole world. 
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The teachers are performing their task of teaching in different times like- past, 

present and future. The teaching or education of the student influences by the flow of 

society in every times. The teachers have performed their role in past, performing at present 

and will perform in future also. We cannot desperate all of these times. The teaching in 

different times is sequential and cumulative in chronological order and none can break it at 

a specific point. 

NEED OF ROLE PERCEPTION FOR TEACHERS: 

The teachers are performing their role in different manners as they perceive. There is 

a need of a common identity and role perception for teachers. Apart from a human being 

they should be aware about their specific existence and behave in the same manner. They 

have to acknowledge about themselves and receive recognition and respect from the society 

as well. 

IDENTITY OF TEACHER AND TEACHING PROFESSION: 

There are various ways and means for giving professional identity to the teacher in 

the world. Establishment of a Symbol for identity of the teacher will be unique and 

wonderful. There are various organizations and professions having their specific visual 

identity in form of logo, symbol, motto statement, words etc, which are unique in the 

society and can establish unity in own endeavour. Different organizations like UNESCO, 

World Health Organization (WHO), United Nations Organization (UNO), United Nations 

Children's Fund (UNICEF) and World Bank have their own logo; whereas the concepts like 

Human Right and Peace have also their identity in form of logo or symbols. The professions 

like Medicine and Law have their identity in such form at national and international level.  

The teachers are playing pivot role in education and it is inevitable to denote symbol to this 

profession’s unique and prestigious identity at international level. UNESCO and 

International Labor Organization (ILO) (2008) recommended in concern of Status of 

Teachers and given guiding principles. Under fifth guiding principle they stated as, “The 

status of teachers should be commensurate with the needs of education as assessed in the 

light of educational aims and objectives; it should be recognized that the proper status of 

teachers and due public regard for the profession of teaching are of major importance for the 

full realization of these aims and objectives.” 

 Poisson (2009) revealed that, “The sagging status and dignity of the teacher is 

matter of serious concern… Each profession has certain values and ethics. The teaching 

profession too has its own ethics. Adherence to these professional ethics can contribute 

significantly to enhancing their status and self-esteem and increasing respect for the 


